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TELEPHONE (AO5) 96s-9A69
FACSTMtLE (AOs) 965-a669

December 17,2020

Ms. Andrea Lueker, Harbor Manager
Port San Luis Harbor District
P.O. Box 249
AvilaBeach, CA 93424

By certified mail
Re: Re: Notice of Violation of California Votine Rights Act

Dear Ms. Lueker:

First we would like to acknowledge

and thank you for your work, and the work
of the Commissioners and staff, on behalf of the Port San Luis Ha¡bor District.

On behalf of Jenna Garcia, a member of a protected class and a registered voter in
the Port San Luis Harbor Distric! this letter and the enclosed report assert that the Port
San Luis Harbor District's method of conducting elections is in violation of the
California Voting Rights Act. Pursuant to state law, the Board of Commissioners of the
Port San Luis Harbor District has 45 days from receipt of this letter to adopt a resolution
outlining its intention to fiansition from atJarge to district elections, detailing specific
steps it will take to facilitate this fansition, and estimating the time-frame for this
transition. If the Board of Commissioners were not to adopt a resolution to this effect,
then a legal action may be coiltmenced in San Luis Obispo County Superior Court to
require the Port San Luis Harbor District to institute distict elections pursuant to the
Califomia Voting Rights Act.

Distict elections are sweeping California. As far as this office is aware, no
government agency in California has successfully defended a complaint alleging
violation of the California Voting Rights Act. For this reason, we recommend a
collaborative settlement which would cap costs to the Port San Luis Harbor Diuia and
enable more participation by the Board of Commissioners in the transition to distict
elections than would be the case through a court action.
Advantages of a pre-litigation settlement include that implementation of district
elections in the Port San Luis Harbor District could be deferred until November 2022,
also delaying the hearings to draw district lines. This approach has proved successful in a
number of other government jurisdictions in California.
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A difficulty of requiring district elections before November 2022 anddrawing
district lines before that time is that this would necessitate the time and expense of two
distriaing processes in two years--one poæntially using 2010 census dat¿ and a new
process forNovember 2O22 after the decennial 2020 census. Government jurisdictions
elsewhere have asked for a settlement process whereby these costs could be incurred only
once through commencing disFict elections inNovember 2a22. under any
circumstances, reimbursement costs are capped at $30,000, provided the Board of
Commissioners adopts a resolution of intent to implement district elections.
Disüict elections elsewhere have been tied not just to greater representativeness
on but to more candidates seeking election to boards and councils and to greater
participation and interestby the community in locat government agencies and
elections. There are many benefits that public agencies receive frôm district elections,
including higher voter turn-out and more community participation, as described in the
enclosed report. Many government agencies in San Luis Obispo county, as elsewhere,
have enacted district elections successfully
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter. We look forwa¡d
to working with you to establish district elections in the Port San Luis Harbor
District. We believe the Port San Luis l{arbor District will be an even better public
agency with district elections--more representative of the people and in compliance with
state law.

Very truly yours,
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Robert Goodman

RG/ap
cc:
Board of Commissioners, Port San LuisHa¡borDistrict
Mr. Jeffrey Mnnery, Legal Counsel

